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Bolivia to Hold Democratic Election 



By -Drew Pearson 

Democracy may be bogging 
down in Argentina and many 
parts of the world, but in the 
highest country of the West- 
ern Hemi- 
| sphere — Boliv- 
ia— it is thriv- 
ing. 

This week- 
end, Bolivia is 
holding presi- 
dential elec- 
tions on a 
slam-bang truly 
dem o c r a t i c 
basis, with ev- 
ery village in Pearson 
the isolated Altiplano, some 
of them 13,000 feet above sea 
level, getting a Chance to vote. 

Especially significant is the 
fact that the former president 
of Bolivia, Gen. Rene Barri- 
entos, who seized power in 
November, 1964, has stepped 
down from office and is tak- 
ing his chances with every 
other candidate on re-election. 

Barrientos has taken a leaf 
from the North American cam- 
paign methods, has hired a 
Fairchild helicopter, and is 
visiting villages which have 
never seen helicopters before, 
let alone a presidential candi- 
date. 

He faces a battery of big- 
name opponents from every: 
walk of Bolivian political life, 
They are: 

• Victor Andrade, former 
minister of foreign affairs, 
and long-time ambassador in 


Washington where he won 
many friends. Andrade is run- 
ning on the MNR (National 
Revolutionary Movement) 
ticket, which represents the 
former government. 

Gen. Bernardino Bilboa- 
Rioja, a Chaco war hero who 
represents the Falange or So- 
jcialist party. j 

Ex-President Enriqu d 
Herzog, who is running on the 
Liberal-Republican ticket. 

Mario Diez de Medina, 
candidate of the MRP (Rev- 
olutionary Movement of Paz 
Estenssoro). 

Felipe Inguez, candidate 
of the Communist party. 

A total of 1,200,000 Bolivians 
are registered to vote,, the 
largest number in history, and 
the candidates for the senate I 
and assembly include a cross 
section of tin miners, peasants 
and Indians. 

Gen. Barrientos took over 
when President Paz, a former 
schoolteacher, made the mis- 
take of running for a third 
term, in violation of the Boliv- 
ian constitution. Paz had been 
a good president during his 
first term, lost popularity in 
his second term, then changed 
the constitution so he could 
run for a third term. That 
[finished him. 

: Barrientos studied under 
:he U. S. Air Force at Max- 
ell Field, Ala., and Rantoul 
’ield. 111. There, he saw some- 
ig of American democracy 
at work, and back in Bolivia 


he is trying to hold completely 
free and fair elections. 

The Bolivian elections, to- 
gether with the recent free 
and fair election in the Domin- 
ican Republic constitute im- 
portant pluses for democracy 
in. the Americas, despite the 
military takeover in Argen- 
tina. 

Political Tolerance 

Col. Jack Arvey, onetime po- 
litical boss of Chicago, tele- 
phoned David Lawrence, ex- 
Governor of Pennsylvania, the 
other day to ask: “Can a Jew 
be elected Governor of Penn- 
sylvania?” 

Arvey referred to the cam- 
paign of Milton Shapp, who 
has been nominated as the 
Democratic candidate for Gov- 
ernor of Pennsylvania. 

Lawrence, a Democrat and 
the first Catholic Governor of 
Pennsylvania in history, knows 
something of the problems of 
racial intolerance in a politi- 
cal campaign. He replied: “I 
think he can.” 

Lawrence went on to tell 
Arvey of the tremendous im- 
pression Shapp made on Cath- 
olic voters in the Democratic 
primary, even though Shapp 
was running against a Cath- 
olic candidate, Robert Casey. 

“He put on a documentary 
film telling about his life,” 
Lawrence said. “He covered 
[everything. It took him from 
a young Jewish boy in the 
slums of Cleveland to thei 
building up of his electronics 


company. It was a real Ameri- 
can success story.” 

Lawrence told how a straw 
vote had been taken at Cathe- 
dral High School in Pitts- 
burgh, a Catholic school, and 
how Shapp had carried it 
against Casey. 

In the Democratic primary 
the Democratic organization 
[had been opposed to Shapp 
and for Casey. Nevertheless, 
Lawrence pointed out that not 
one county chairman, mayor 
or Congressman in charge of 
the organization campaign had 
been able to carry the Catho- ' 
lie and Protestant districts. 
They were carried by Shapp, 
a "Jew. 

Though Shapp was critical 
of the Democratic machine 
during his campaign, he has 
now come to Washington to 
[meet with Lawrence, had 
breakfast with Mayor Joseph 
Barr of Pittsburgh and is 
bringing dissident elements of 
the Democratic party together. 

Shapp is running against 
Republican Raymond Shafer, 
now Lieutenant Governor. 

Nader Declines Job 

Bep. Charles Farnsley (D- 
Ky.), the ex-mayor of Louis- 
ville, has offered Ralph Nader, . 
the auto safety expert, one of 
the new administrative assist- 
ant jobs recently created by 
the House. Nader gratefully 
turned it down. Too many 
writing and speaking commit- 
ments. 
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